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Headteacher Message 

Dear Parents / Carers, 

It is hard to believe that we are already approaching the end of what has been a long and busy 

half term. The weeks seem to have flown by, and it has been wonderful to visit classrooms and 

see some of the amazing work taking place across the school. Our children continue to impress 

us with their enthusiasm, effort and positive attitudes towards their learning. 

A huge thank you to all the parents and carers who attended our recent Parents’ Evenings. It 

was fantastic to see so many families engaging with school and taking the opportunity to 

understand how their child is progressing. Working together makes such a difference, and these 



conversations help us to celebrate successes, identify next steps and ensure that every child 

receives the support they need to continue improving. 

We have also made a great start to the year with attendance, and I would like to thank families 

for their continued support. Being in school every day really matters. Regular attendance gives 

children the best opportunity to learn, build friendships, develop confidence and achieve their 

full potential. Put simply, every day in school counts and helps to improve a child’s future life 

chances. 

As we move into the colder winter months, we know that coughs, colds and seasonal illnesses 

become more common. Wherever children are well enough to attend, it is really important that 

we continue to prioritise good attendance and maintain the positive start we have made 

together. 

Thank you, as always, for your continued support of our school. I hope all our children, families 

and staff enjoy a well-earned half-term break. 

Warm regards 

Mr A Hayes 

Headteacher 

School Council 

We are delighted to announce that our School Council pupils have been selected for this new 

academic year. Earlier this term they presented to their peers in assembly and have already met 

as a group to discuss ideas for the school.  

They will also be selling poppies on behalf of the Royal British Legion in early November. Further 

information will follow after half term.  



 

 

Extra Curricular Clubs 

Our after school clubs are now booked via the Arbor Parent App.  

Sessions are £1.00 each and places are limited to 25 children per club, allocated on a first-come, 

first-served basis. Children in receipt of Pupil Premium (PP) funding are free to attend providing 

their place has been booked via the Arbor app. 

It would be great to see some new and different faces joining us for the range of clubs that we 

are able to offer. If children, parents and/or carers have any suggestion for what after school 

club activities they may like to attend, please contact us via the school office. 



 

Fundraising 

A massive thank you to our school community for their incredible generosity and baking 

contributions towards Miss Hand's recent Macmillan Bake Sale. She managed to raise an 

amazing £540.00 for this extraordinary cause! This fantastic total will help Macmillan continue 

to provide vital support to people living with cancer and their families. Miss Hand was truly 

overwhelmed with everyone's kindness and community spirit.  

Thank you to everyone who donated Harvest contributions to support South Leicester Food 

Bank. Every contribution was much appreciated by the Foodbank. By supporting them, they are 

able to continue their wider work of supporting people in the local community to move beyond 

crisis.  

We were delighted to see so many of our students wear clothing that represented somewhere 

they felt that they belonged on Friday 9th October for World Mental Health Day. We managed 

to raise over £165.00 for Young Minds. Thank you for your contributions! 



 

 



 

Author Visits 

We were delighted to welcome authors Myles and Evgenia McLeod to our school during this 

term for a special assembly for our KS1 pupils.  

If anyone was unable to purchase one of their Fairytale Fiasco books, we have a limited number 

of signed copies available to purchase from the school. There are four titles in the series; Hansel 

& Gretel, Jack & the Beanstalk, Sleeping Beauty and Cinderella. All are priced at £7.99 each. 

Aladdin is due out in May 2027. 

We are also looking forward to welcoming author Luke Temple after half term to do some 

special workshops with our KS2 children.  

We are looking forward to arranging more author visits throughout the academic year. 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

World Poetry Day 

World Poetry Day - 2nd October 2026 

World Poetry Day, was a special day that encouraged everyone to read, write and enjoy poetry. 

Poetry allows us to express our thoughts, feelings and imagination in creative ways. Through 

poems, we can explore nature, learn about different cultures, share emotions and tell stories. 

This year's celebration reminded us that poetry is all around us. It can be found in the beauty of 

a sunset, the sound of the waves crashing on the shore, the laughter of friends, or the wonder 

of asking questions about our world. Whether we write rhyming poems, descriptive or funny, 

acrostics, or haikus, poetry helps us find our voice and share our ideas with others. 

The theme for World Poetry Day 2026 was 'I wonder'. Please find Parkland's 'We Wonder' poem 

which all year groups contributed to. 

 



 

 

 

 



Scholastic Book Fair 

We look forward to welcome our pupils and their families to our upcoming Scholastic Book Fair 

after half term. Please see the attached poster for further information on the dates for each 

year group. 

 

Dolce & FSM Update 

We have enjoyed our first special menu from Dolce this term  - our Space Day themed menu 

was out of this world! Children were also encouraged to participate in Dolce's exciting Space 

Day competition by designing their own dessert planet or alien dinner guest! The top three 

entries received in school were Fateh in Year 6, Melody in Year 4 and Tia in Year 3. Their 

imaginative and creative designs have been shared with Dolce's marketing team and we are 

awaiting the results from their national competition.  

Dolce have also got an exciting new schedule of events and special menus lined up this 

academic year. Dates and additional themed menus will be confirmed as soon as possible! The 

next event is the Firework & Bonfire menu on the 5th November. Please order via SchoolGrid. 

We welcomed Dolce in to run another Taster session during one of our Parents' Evenings this 

week. It was a great success with some fantastic meals to sample. 



We are looking to re-run another Dolce cookery club this academic year as well as some exciting 

opportunities with a gardening club. Further details will follow. 

Please be aware that the price of the school lunch meal has recently increased to £3.02 from 

the start of the Autumn 2026 term. Orders can be placed via SchoolGrid.  

IMPORTANT UPDATE regarding FSM eligibility  - National changes have been introduced to Free 

School Meal (FSM) eligibility which may mean that more families now qualify for support. From 

this new academic year, children in households that are in receipt of Universal Credit (UC) will 

be eligible for FSM. Information has been sent to parents/carers and we would urge all to read 

and complete the form to re-check your eligibility.  

Please re-check your child's eligibility by completing the following link; Apply for FSM 

 

 

https://apply.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/pp-discoverytrust/apply


 

 



 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

Pastoral Team News 

The Pastoral Team have been hard at work creating a brand-new multi-sensory space designed 

to support children with their wellbeing, regulation and learning. Rather than choosing a name 



ourselves, we handed the all-important job over to the children, and after plenty of creative 

suggestions, The Burrow was born! 

Since opening, The Burrow has seen a hive of activity, with children exploring the new 

environment and discovering the different sensory resources available. The space provides a 

calm, welcoming area where children can regulate, recharge and feel supported throughout the 

school day. 

The versatility of The Burrow has also made it a popular lunchtime space, transforming into a 

cosy reading area where children can relax with a book or magazine. 

Following the success of our Inclusion Cafe last year, we have re-launched a number of sessions 

for this new academic year. Please see the poster below for more information and dates.  

The Inclusion Cafe is an opportunity to meet with other parent/carers to talk to school staff and 

each other regarding their child's SEN needs. We occasionally host guest speakers to provide 

some useful guidance and information and is the ideal setting to find out what provisions the 

school can offer regarding SEN support. 

Our Pastoral team also continue to support the local community and can offer/signpost 

parents/carers to a number of community initiatives and support groups if required. They can 

be contacted via the school office.  

 



 



 

 



Friends of Parkland 

Our School PTA, our Friends of Parkland, have been really successful in the past year with 

fundraising to support the school and our children and are always looking for volunteers. They 

can be contacted via pta@dsatparkland.org or via their Facebook page; Parkland Primary School 

PTA | Facebook. If you would like to volunteer, please complete the following form; Friends of 

Parkland PTA Registration Form – Fill out form 

Book now for the PTA Halloween Discos! £3.00 per child, payable via Arbor! 

Rags2Riches will once again be collecting after half term. Why not have a clear out of your 

wardrobes over the half term break and help raise funds for our PTA in this initiative? 

Watch out for your child's original Class Fundraising Christmas card design today! Once again, 

our children have created their original artwork which will be featured on a range of products 

including Christmas cards, cuddly toys, decorations, homeware and more, available to purchase 

from the Class Fundraising shop. Please visit shop.classfundraising.co.uk/unlock and enter your 

unique code from your Parent Order Card. Confirm your child's name and class to approve their 

artwork and receive a link to the online shop. Order now before noon on Monday 2nd 

November 2026 to ensure delivery to the school next term! 

We still have copies of the Parkland Primary School Cookbook available to purchase. Each copy 

costs £8.50. Please contact the school office if you would like to purchase a copy. 

Ice pole sales have now ended for 2026. They will resume again in Spring 2027. 

We are very grateful that the fundraising that the PTA raise directly supports our families. They 

are kindly donating £250.00 towards each year group's educational school trip. This helps to 

massively reduce the cost for our families.  

The PTA are actively planning towards future events this year including a Christmas event, Bingo 

night and a Games night.  

We really appreciate everything that the PTA do to help support our pupils and the school. We 

will confirm the date of the next scheduled PTA meeting as soon as possible. All are always 

welcome.  

Friends of Parkland would like to thank you for your continued support. 

mailto:pta@dsatparkland.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/490122806217324
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/nr3V1ZLXwx


 

 



 

 



 

 

Attendance 

Attendance HEROES: Here Every Day, Ready to Shine! 



A huge thank you to all of our children, families and staff for their fantastic efforts with 

attendance this term. 

We are incredibly proud that our whole-school attendance has risen to 95.9%, a significant 

improvement on this time last year. This achievement reflects the commitment of our entire 

school community to ensuring children are in school, learning and thriving every day. 

Children have loved being Attendance HEROs, collecting tokens for their class whenever 

attendance reached 96% or above. This week, classes have been enjoying their well-earned 

rewards and celebrating their success together. 

Thank you also to the many parents and carers who attended Parents' Evening this week. Your 

support plays a vital role in helping children achieve excellent attendance. 

If you have any questions or concerns about attendance or punctuality, please contact the staff 

below via the school office on 0116 278 2142. We are always happy to help. 

• Mrs Sarah Phillips (Deputy Headteacher) 

• Mrs Helen Brown (Attendance Officer) 

We hope all of our children and families have a restful and enjoyable half term. We look forward 

to welcoming everyone back on Monday 26th October and look forward to all the exciting 

attendance rewards and incentives that next term will bring! 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

EYFS Open Sessions 

Applications for our Autumn 2027 cohort are now open! 

Join us at Parkland Primary School, part of Discovery Schools Academy Trust, for one of our 

upcoming EYFS Open sessions. 

Please be aware that the deadline for applications is 15 January 2027. Applications can be made 

online via;  

Take a look at Leicestershire County Council's Digital Checklist;  



If you’re applying for an education, health, and care plan (EHCP) and you think your child might 

attend a special school, it is still important to fill out an application for a mainstream school 

place. This will ensure they will have a school place in the autumn. 

If you are unable to join us for an open session, there are limited spaces available for tours; EYFS 

Unit Tour Booking Form – Fill out form 

 

Year 6 - Applications to Secondary School 

Is your child in Year 6? 

Secondary School applications are now open! 

Please ensure you apply for your child's Secondary School place before the 31st October.  

Apply for a secondary school | Leicestershire County Council 

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/YWMSSsXSa4
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/education-and-children/schools-colleges-and-academies/apply-for-a-school-place/apply-for-a-secondary-school


 

Sports News 

We are delighted to celebrate our Sports Star of the Term and would like to say a huge thank 

you to Leicester Riders for generously providing free tickets for our lucky winner. It was a 

fantastic prize and a wonderful way to reward their hard work, dedication and sporting 

achievements. 

Looking ahead to next term, our Sports Star of the Term winner will receive a Boost Trampoline 

Park voucher, alongside one of our lovely commemorative medals. We are proud to recognise 

and celebrate the effort, determination and positive attitude shown by our young athletes 

throughout the year. 

Finally, we would like to wish our boys' football team the very best of luck as they compete in 

the Pokémon Cup after half term. We are incredibly proud of their commitment and teamwork, 

and we know they will represent the school brilliantly. 



We are also thrilled to announce that we have once again been awarded the Gold School Games 

Mark! This award shows our dedication, commitment and engagement to developing 

competitive sport within our school community whilst also assess our PE provision.  

 

Reminders 

• Please be reminded that we are a strawberry and nut free school. 

• If you have an allergy, please let us know. 

• No bicycles or scooters are to be ridden on the school premises. 

• No dogs, unless assistance dogs, should be on the school premises. 

• Please ensure all clothing items and belongings are labelled clearly with your child's 

name. 

• School Photographers will be in on Tuesday 27th & Wednesday 28th October  - please 

ensure children are in full school uniform. 



 



 



'Star Outside School' 

 

In the forth-coming newsletters we would like to share and celebrate children's good news 

and achievements from outside school. If you would like to contribute to our 'Star Outside 

School' section, please email the school office – admin@dsatparkland.org with some text and 

a picture that we can use in our next newsletter. Thank you. 

We love to celebrate the achievements of our pupils outside of school. We have been 

overwhelmed with the incredible achievements of our pupils. Congratulations to all of our 

pupils and thank you for sharing your celebrations with us all. We have awarded 5 Dojo points 

to each pupil who has shared their accomplishments outside of school! 

 

• Dottie in Year 3, Belle in Year 4 and Year 6 pupils, Dougie and Payton participated in 

recent dance competitions last month representing LMG Dance Academy. All children 

danced beautifully and acheived 1st and 2nd places in their respective competitions! We 

look forward to hearing about future dance events for you all. Well done! 

mailto:admin@dsatparkland.org


• Dougie in Year 6 spent the last three weekends at dance competitions and placed 2nd in 

all of his fances. Dougie really impressed the audience doing his character to 'Charlie 

Chaplin' and brought the character to life on stage! Well done Dougie! 

• Belle in Year 4 has spent the last three weekends in dance competitions and placed 2nd 

and 3rd in her dances. Her leaps in the air were stunning and she really impressed the 

judges and her dance teachers. Well done Belle! 

 

 



 

Class Assemblies 

Each class has the opportunity to showcase their learning and achievements over the academic 

year and we warmly invite parents and carers to attend your child's class assembly. Class 

assemblies will be in the main school hall and will start at 2.30pm. 

 

PGL 2026 

Our Year 6 pupils had a fantastic time at Caythorpe PGL last month.  

'At PGL, I enjoyed Jacob's ladder, vertical challenge, abseiling and raft building. I enjoyed these 

because I like climbing as it is challenging and the raft building was fun as I managed to avoid 

falling into the water.' 

If your child is currently in Year 5 and would like to participate in PGL 2027 please contact the 

office for more information.  



 

 

 

 



 

 

Year 5 Space Centre trip 

This half-term year 5 visited the National Space Centre in Leicester to support our learning with 

our current science topic, "Planet Earth". 

We enjoyed exploring the galleries and discovering facts about the different planets in our Solar 

System (Did you know that Saturn has over 100 moons?).  

The children enjoyed  learning about the space race between the USA and the USSR and how 

they were determined to reach the final prize of the moon landing! 

Our favourite part of the trip was definitely the presenter led show in the planetarium, as we 

zoomed around the solar system, exploring the planets! 



 

 



 

Upcoming Trips 

 

• Wednesday 2nd December 2026  - Year 3 trip to Beaumanor 

• Wednesday 16th December 2026  - EYFS students trip to De Montfort Hall 

• Tuesday 12th January 2027  - Year 6 students trip to Warning Zone 

• Wednesday 8th September to Friday 10th September 2027 - current Year 5 students trip 

to PGL 

Staff Updates 

We are actively recruiting for new staff within school including a Premises Officer, Pre School 

Deputy Manager and Learning Support Assistants. 

We are delighted to welcome Miss Lynch as a new Learning Support Assistant, Miss Sultana as 

our new Upper KS2 Teaching Assistant, and both Miss Power and Miss Hepworth to our 

lunchtime team.  

Community News 

• Please be reminded of the support available for local people and families from the Elliott 

Hall  - Youth & Community Building. The Pantry Nook, a community ran food pantry, is 

different to a food bank. It costs £5.00 to use and individuals are able to choose their 

food items which include fresh meat, bakery items, fruit, and vegetables. It is an 

incredibly supportive environment where they work with individuals to support them 



with their challenges. As well as the food support every week, they are joined with other 

organisations who provide support on mental health, housing, debt, benefits and 

employment. There are also donated clothes that are available for people to purchase, 

including school uniform. The organisation is also running free cooking lessons for 

parents/carers to learn how to make quick, cheap, healthy meals. For a friendly, listening 

ear and somewhere warm to go, the kettle is always on  - they would be warmly 

welcomed. 

• Are you experiencing and unexpected financial crisis and struggling to meet basic 

household needs?Check your eligibility to apply for the Crisis and Resilience Fund from 

Leicestershire County Council.https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/leisure-and-

community/find-help-with-cost-of-living/crisis-and-resilience-fund 

• Please find attached the October Newsletter from South Leicestershire School Sports 

Partnership (SLSSP). The focus for October is on the topic of Physical Activity / Active 

Travel. They aim to give families a clear introduction to health and well-being, with links 

to useful websites, helplines, and further sources of support. They have included a 

Community Noticeboard section to highlight local events.  

• Leicester, Leicestershire and Rutland Mind are hosting a Mental Elf Festive Fun Run on 

the 29th November. Please see the poster below for more information and book your 

tickets here; Mental Elf Festive Fun Run 2026 Leicester Tickets, Sunday 29 

November  •  10:30 AM - 3:30 PM | Eventbrite 

• Check out the places where children can eat for free (or for £1.00) over the Half Term 

Holiday. 

https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/leisure-and-community/find-help-with-cost-of-living/crisis-and-resilience-fund
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/mental-elf-festive-fun-run-2026-leicester-tickets-1993814525919?aff=oddtdtcreator


 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 



Extended Services & Holiday Camp 

Discovery Trust Extended Services are continuing their Holiday Camp provisions for the 

upcoming holidays. 

Book in now via https://discoveryextendedservices.co.uk/ for a variety of activities during the 

Half Term Break. 

We are delighted with the continued success of the breakfast scheme provision. To book in for 

wraparound care, please book your child's place at Childcare Bookings; Discovery Trust Booking 

System 

 

EasyFundraising 

Support us through easyfundraising.org.uk! 

Easyfundraising partner with thousands of brands who will donate part of individual online 

spending to a nominated cause. There is no additional cost to any individual. 

By creating an individual account and nominating Parkland Primary School, each time you want 

to do an online shop (including supermarkets, Amazon, JustEat and many more, including larger 

https://discoveryextendedservices.co.uk/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExWTE3SGVYV3llTVhYa2ZvbgEeBXPjL1dK5KpFMuqbqK_L3NFbiuEDxlIsS3iQA2-Ufh9R_kAF_YJOARoTwSs_aem_LXLlZXAaiQ2fs-A9qmmzpw
https://discovery.cbfs.uk/


purchases such as holidays or insurance), by linking through the Easyfundraising site, enables 

additional funds to be raised for the school. 

Our supporters have already help to raise over £700.00. Be part of the action and sign up by 

scanning the QR code below! It won't cost you a penny to help raise important funds for the 

school! 

 

Stikins 

Help our Friends of Parkland PTA to raise vital PTA fundraising. Stikins name labels are the 

perfect way to tag your child's belongings and are easy to apply to clothing and items. Our 

supporters have already helped to raise over £40.00. For more information, and to order, please 

visit https://www.stikins.co.uk/ and quote our fundraising number 15441 when ordering. 

https://www.stikins.co.uk/


 

Translating Sway 

Did you know you can translate this Sway Newsletter to your preferred language?  

 

 



KEY DATES 

Monday 26th October 2026  - First Day of Autumn 2 term 

Tuesday 27th October 2026  - Individual School Photographs 

Tuesday 27th October 2026  - PTA Halloween Discos  - EYFS / Yr 1 & 2 / Yr 5 

Wednesday 28th October 2026  - Sibling School Photographs 

Wednesday 28th October 2026  - Rags2Riches Collection 

Wednesday 28th October 2026  - PTA Halloween Discos - Inclusive / Yr 3 & 4 / Yr 6 

Friday 30th October 2026 to Monday 2nd November 2026  - Scholastic Book Fair 

Thursday 5th November 2026  - Dolce Special Menu - Firework & Bonfire Night* 

Thursday 5th November 2026  - EYFS Open Session (1.30pm  - 2.30pm) 

Friday 6th November 2026  - 6NA Class Assembly  - 2.30pm 

Friday 13th November 2026  - 2EH Class Assembly  - 2.30pm 

W/C 16th November 2026  - Anti Bullying Week** 

Friday 20th November 2026  - 2AP Class Assembly  - 2.30pm 

Friday 27th November 2026  - 5RR & 5TT swimming starts 

Friday 27th November 2026  - 3KR Class Assembly  - 2.30pm 

Wednesday 2nd December 2026  - Inclusion Cafe  - 9.00am 

Wednesday 2nd December 2026  - Year 3 Trip to Beaumanor 

Thursday 3rd December 2026  - Christmas Decorations morning (9.15am - 11.30am)  

Friday 4th December 2026  - 4DR Class Assembly  - 2.30pm 

Monday 7th December 2026  - Pre School Christmas Carols (PM)** 

Thursday 10th December 2026  - Christmas Jumper Day** 

Thursday 10th December 2026  - Christmas Dinner Day* 

Friday 11th December 2026  - 6AP Class Assembly - 2.30pm 

Monday 14th December 2026  - EYFS Nativity  - 2.00pm 

Tuesday 15th December 2026  - EYFS Nativity  - 9.30am 



Wednesday 16th December 2026  - EYFS Theatre Trip 

Thursday 17th December 2026  - Last day of Autumn 2 term 

Tuesday 5th January 2027  - First day of Spring 1 term 

*Please order via SchoolGrid 

**Further information to follow 

 

www.parklandprimary.co.uk 

admin@dsatparkland.org  

Tel: 0116 278 2142   

@Parklandsch 

https://www.parklandprimary.co.uk/
https://twitter.com/ParklandSch
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