
 

 

 

 

 

 

Sports Team/Individual 

Selection Policy 

 

 

 
Subject Leader(s): Abbie Peel 

Last Reviewed: 11/11/25 



During the school year, Parkland Primary School enters a number of competitive and inclusive sporting 

events alongside other schools. For these events teams or groups of children need to be selected. 

The school will make every effort to ensure that all children have the opportunity to represent the 

school in some form during their time at Parkland Primary School. However, team selection can 

sometimes be an area of tension between parents, coaches and players so we have outlined some 

principles around which our selection policy is based. It is a vital part of being a school that parents 

understand and are supportive of the selection policy used. 

How each team chooses its players is ultimately the decision of the sports staff, but elements of the 

following will be common to team’s selection policy. 

Attendance 

Players need to attend practise sessions/clubs as well as matches. Players that turn up week in week 

out for training will, to some extent, be given precedence over those that don’t. The extent to which 

attendance is used as the basis for selection is up to the members of staff in charge. There will be 

occasions where players cannot attend practice sessions/clubs for a wide range of legitimate reasons 

(e.g. prior commitments, child care or representative restrictions on time) which should be discussed 

with the member of staff running the team/club. 

Ability 

It is the stated aims, and the purpose, of the school to provide children with educational experiences 

and allow players of all ability to play sport both recreationally and competitively regardless of 

ability. At Parkland we enter a range of elite, non-elite and inclusive competitions. Our coaching is 

based around the view that each player should be developed to his or her maximum potential. 

However, sport is competitive on many occasions and the school has as much responsibility to develop 

talented players to their full potential as well as those with more development needs. This means that 

some teams or competitions may operate squads streamed on ability to help ensure that the coaching 

is delivered to the level most appropriate to those players’ abilities. This also means that some team 

selection will be based on ability. 

Every player selected for a match, competition, tournament or festival should play some part in that 

match – no child should be selected for a squad and made to sit out the entire game. However there 

maybe occasions where only the very best will play if knock out matches mean teams cannot progress. 

All substitutes will be notified of this before the match and can opt not to attend without prejudice. 

Some team selection may also be affected by the ability of the opposition. Selection of ability is the 

Coaches discretion and all parties need to respect this. For some individual competitions e.g. 

gymnastics, athletics, where clubs/training are not always available, pupils may be selected through 

their performance in lessons. 

Motivation, commitment, and attitude 

Players who try hard at training and in matches serve as valuable example to their teams and 

sometimes this attitude is as valuable as talent. Players who show commitment may be selected ahead 

of more talented players with a less positive attitude. 

 

Behaviour 



To be selected to represent the school is a privilege not a right and as such it needs to be earned. 

Bad behaviour by players will not be tolerated and the coach has the right to use team selection as a 

sanction against bad behaviour if he or she sees fit. There may also be occasions where poor 

behaviour in school may prevent players from being selected for the school team regardless of their 

ability. This will be agreed by the Headteacher and other relevant members of staff. 

Commitment by Parents and Children 

We hope that all parents will read this policy and understand and accept the difficulties that 

selection can pose for coaches and the school. All sports teams are run on a voluntary and good will 

basis, without this the school would not be able to enter any fixtures. We ask all parents and children 

to support this policy, without this support children will unable to particulate in the school’s 

extracurricular sporting activities and fixtures. 

 

After School Clubs 

Throughout the year we offer a wider variety of after school sports clubs for pupils in years 1 to 6. 

All pupils are welcomed and encouraged to apply for a place at our sports clubs. We always try and 

give pupils a place at their first choice club, however due to the popularity of clubs this isn’t always 

possible, so we ask for a second choice as well. Pupils who don’t get their first choice club will be 

given priority next time around. There may also be certain clubs where pupils are invited to attend to 

encourage inclusion and provide extra support.  

After School Sports Club Behaviour policy: 

Our after school sports clubs are always very popular with our children and therefore places are 

limited. This helps to ensure that the club is of a high standard and that children are supervised 

safely. Often there are children on waiting lists who would also like to attend clubs. We view it as a 

privilege for children to be able to attend clubs and not a right, therefore poor behaviour by children 

at clubs will not be tolerated. This year we will be working on a ‘3 strike policy’ over the course of a 

term. If a child receives 3 strikes for poor behaviour then they will no longer be permitted to attend 

ANY club for the remainder of the term and/or the following term. If a child attends more than 1 

after school club, strikes are accumulative across all the clubs which they attend. Clubs currently 

cost £1 per session.  

Where possible a member of staff will inform you after the club when your child has been given a 

strike, either by speaking to you when you collect your child or via a phone call. 

After School Sports Clubs Cancellation Policy: 

There may be occasions when after school clubs need to be cancelled, due to weather conditions, 

sports fixtures or unforeseen circumstances. We will always try to let parents/carers know well in 

advance if we know that a club won’t be able to go ahead, however this is not always possible. On 

occasion it may mean that a text message gets sent on the day of the club to let you know it has been 

cancelled. If weather conditions mean outdoor clubs cannot take place, we will always try move the 

club indoors. However this may mean joining two separate clubs together to do a completely different 

activity, such as benchball, so that children do not miss out. 

After School Sports Clubs Kit Policy: 



It is really important that children have suitable kit for our after school sports clubs. This should be 

ordinary PE kit on days pupils already have PE, but additional kit should be brought in on days pupils 

do not have PE. If a child does not have suitable kit, and there is no spare kit for them to borrow, it 

may mean that they are unable to take part in the club. For clubs which will primarily take place on 

the field, i.e. football, tag rugby etc, boots and shin pads are highly recommended, along with a 

carrier bag for muddy kit. 

 

 


